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UM INTERVIEWING CANDIDATES FOR 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES DEAN POSITION
MISSOULA -
Four candidates are vying for the position of College of Arts and Sciences dean at The 
University of Montana. Each prospective dean will go through a rigorous interview process on 
campus in coming weeks as they compete to lead UM’s largest school.
“We really put them through the meat grinder,” said Perry Brown, UM forestry school 
dean and chair of the dean search committee.
James Hageman, chemistry and biochemistry professor at New Mexico State 
University, will interview Wednesday through Friday, Feb. 23-25. Plageman directed the 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at NMSU during 1992-98, and he led that 
university’s molecular biology program from 1989 to 1992. He earned a doctoral degree in 
biochemistry from the University of California at Los Angeles in 1968 before conducting 
postdoctoral work at Yale University in microbial genetics.
Timothy Holst, associate dean of the College of Science and Engineering at the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth, will interview Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 28-29. Holst has 
held his current position since 1991, and he has directed the Center for Freshwater Research
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and Policy at UM-D since 1998. During 1986-1991 he directed the Wasatch-Uinta Field 
Geology Camp, and he was director of undergraduate studies at UM-D from 1979 to 1990. He 
earned a doctoral degree in geology from the University of Minnesota in 1977.
James Gentile, dean of Hope College in Michigan, will interview Thursday and Friday, 
March 16-17. Gentile has held his present position since 1988. Before that he chaired the 
Department of Biology at Hope College from 1985 to 1988. Gentile earned a doctoral degree 
in genetics from Illinois State University in 1974, and he completed postdoctoral work at Yale 
University-Medicine in 1976.
Barbara Montgomery, dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Millersville University in Pennsylvania, will interview near the end of March. She has served 
in her present position since 1996. Prior to that she was associate vice president for academic 
affairs at the University of New Hampshire during 1990-1996 and chair of that university’s 
Department of Communication from 1987 to 1990. Montgomery earned a doctoral degree in 
interpersonal communication in 1980 from Purdue University and concluded postdoctoral work 
at Northwest University in 1980.
All four candidates are prolific authors.
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